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and objects of Religious Faith do or do not lie 'within the boundaries of
possible knowledge/ and do or do not present' the indispensable conditions
of knowledge'; and, secund, to indicate the impossibility of surrendering
that ' unqualified assurance' in which we revel respecting them, in spite of
its condemnation by Scientists and Rational Philosophers as ' a belief void
of justification1."

Man'i Destiny viewed in the Light of his Origin. By JOHN FISKE. London :
Macmillan, 1884 'Pp. 121.

A summary of the author's view of evolution, ending with an expression
of belief in the immortality of the soul, not as a scientifically demonstrable
truth, but as a faith without which "the reasonableness of the universe"
cannot " maintain its ground". Evolution in man will henceforth
restrict itself to psychical evolution ; hence no new species higher than
man can be produced. The struggle for existence will give place to " direct
adaptation ". Man's life, beginning as life in the family, which was a con-
sequence of the prolongation of infancy through increased psychical
development, has gradually advanced from the predatory to the industrial
stage, and will.have reached its highest form when "the pacific principle
of federalism " shall " reign supreme over all the earth ".

Prolegomena of the History of Religions. By ALBEBT REVTLLE, D.D., Pro-
fessor in the College de France, Paris, and Hibbert Lecturer for 1884.
Translated from the French by A. S. SQorRE. With an Introduction
by Professor F. MAT MOLLER. London : Williams & Norgate, 1884.
Pp. x., 230.

M. Re'ville's Prolegomena (the reproduction in a condensed form of
lectures given at the College de France) are introduced to English readers
by Prof. Max MQller as an example of the scientific study of religion on
its only possible foundation, that of exact scholarship. The anthropologists
will, of course, maintain that their methods are as exact and scientific as
those of the pure philologists ; but whatever view we may take of method,
there is no doubt as to the importance of M. Reville's book for all who
occupy themselves with the science of religion. In Part L the author's
chief object is to remove from the path of research the obstacles that
various a priori theories (philosophical and theological) of the origin of
religion seem to him to oppose to scientific treatment He discusses in
Part ii. the common elements of the chief religions (" The Myth," " The
Symbol and the Rite," "The Sacrifice°—cc. L-iii.), the relations of "The
Priesthood" and " ProphetismD (cc iv.-v.), the nature of "Religious
Authority " and "Theology" (cc vi.-vii), and finally the mutual influence
of religion on the one handj and philosophy, morality, art, civilisation and
science on the other (cc viiL-xii.). Religion is, for the author, the attempt
of the human mind to arrive at a synthesis including itself and the non-ego
regarded as in its nature "spiritual," and as " mysterious". Hence, how-
ever much religion may influence and be influenced by morality, the two
never become identical; it differs at the same time from philosophy in
being of emotional, not intellectual, origin. Beginning as a rude attempt
at a synthesis of man and nature, springing from an emotional need, it
had at first for its essential element sacrifice, by which union with the
divinity was to be realised; in its final form it is the aspiration towards
a complete ideal.

The Wish to Believe. A Discussion concerning tie Temper of Mind in
which a Reasonable Man should undertake Religious Inquiry. By
WILFRID WABD. London : Kegan Paul, Trench, 1886. Pp. 225.
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In these dialogues a theory which the author thinks will appear at
first somewhat paradoxical, is expounded and defended by " Father Wal-
ton," one of two Catholic spokesmen who may be supposed to represent
his views. This theory is briefly as follows : There are three attitudes of
mind in religious inqniry—the "superstitious attitude" of those who
believe too lightly, the "law-court attitude" and the "religions attitude".
The superstitious man has not really " the wish to believe " but only the
wish to indulge himself with imagining that some opinion which he would
like to be true may be really true ; he nas no desire to submit his belief to
the test of objective verification. The perfectly impartial man to whose
emotions a religion makes no appeal is as much disqualified for religious
inquiry as the superstitious winn, but for a different reason. No one can
bring all his critical power to bear on the evidence of the truth of any
statement who has not either a strong practical or speculative interest in
the result of the investigation. The scientific man, for example, who
thinks he has discovered some new truth and has a strong desire that his
opinion may turn out right, just for that reason examines the evidence
with greater care ; similarly, when an event is felt to be of great practical
importance, men " dare not lightly believe what they so much wish to be
true". The proper attitude of mind for undertaking religious inquiry is
therefore that of the " religious-minded man" who feels that a true belief
is of practical importance to him, and who is attracted emotionally by a
system that presents itself as capable of harmonising the whole of his
life. " Darlington," the agnostic of the dialogues, is led to see the force of
these considerations, and, although not brought to the Catholic position,
does not contest the application that is intended to be made of them to the
proof of this position.

Comparative Physiology and Psychology. A Discussion of the Evolution
and ^Relations of the Mind and Body of Man and Animals. By S. V.
CLEVBNQEB, M.D., Special Pathologist, County Insane Asylum,
Chicago, &c Chicago : Jansen, MK^lurg, 1885. Pp. 247.

The present work consists of expositions of ideas already put forth in
medical and scientific journals, and is preliminary to a work dealing more
minutely with the psychology of man. The author has in view the
scientific treatment of insanity. He writes entirely from the physiological
point of view and does not perceive its limitations; but if allowance be made
for this, much will be found in his book that has value. The leading
ideas have already appeared in biological speculation, but seem to be quite
original so far as the author is concerned. He takes " hunger " to be the
fundamental mode of feeling : this feeling is the subjective side of chemical
affinity ; when unsatisfied it is pain, when satisfied pleasure ; all activity
of organisms is (directly or indirectly) due to desire of food or is overflow
of energy after food has been taken ; reproduction is at first merely a form
of nutrition and must be explained all along by reference to nutritive
processes. The author's psychology is worked out with much consistency
from this starting-point, and he is able to make many good observations
incidentally. The evolution of life he views as determined entirely from
outside ; but more use is made of the idea of " impacts," " Btresses" and
" strains " on the organism than of the idea of survival of the fittest This
is an indication of a partial return, such as may be perceived in other
recent biological writing, to Lamarckian modes of thought An in-
teresting suggestion that some anatomical peculiarities which are at present
disadvantageous to man are due to his imperfect adaptation to the upright
position, is partly worked out in c. 3.
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